
Glossary and Acronyms

AASHTO American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials

ACED Adams County Economic Development
ACS American Community Survey
CDBG Community Development Block Grant
CDOT Colorado Department of Transportation
CIP Capital Improvements Program
DRCOG Denver Regional Council of Government
GOCO Great Outdoors Colorado
IGA Intergovernmental Agreement
MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization
M&O Maintenance and Operations
NURA Northglenn Urban Renewal Authority
PUD Planned Unit Development
RFP Request for Proposal
RTD Regional Transportation District
RTP Regional Transportation Plan
RUA Rural Urbanization Area
TIP Transportation Improvement Program
TOD Transit Oriented Development
VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled

Access

A means of approaching, entering or exiting a place or
roadway.

Adaptive Reuse
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Renovation of a building or site to a particular use or uses that was origi-
nally intended for or occupied by a different use.

Alternative Modes of Transportation

Any mode of travel other than a single-occupant motorized vehicle. Ex-
amples of alternative modes of transportation include bicycling, walk-
ing, carpooling and riding transit.

Arterial

A major street, which is normally controlled by traffic signs and signals,
carrying a large volume of through traffic. Arterial streets are thorough-
fares that carry traffic to interstates and are fed by collectors.

Blighted Area

Defined by Colorado statute as an area that, in its present condition
and use, demonstrates at least four of the legal criteria for blight, which
are described in CRS 31-25-103(2). Once an area is designated as
blighted, it can be added to the urban renewal plan and urban re-
newal tools and incentives can be used there to help cure or prevent
the spread of blight.

Brownfield

A brownfield, as defined by the Environmental Protection Agency, is an
abandoned, idled or under-used industrial or commercial facility where
expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived envi-
ronmental contamination.

Capital Improvement Plan

A long-range schedule or budget, usually five years in length with an-
nual updates, for capital expenditures. It includes a listing of capital
projects, priorities, estimated costs, identification of methods of financ-
ing and a time schedule for completion. Capital improvements can in-
clude public land, facilities and buildings such as sanitary and storm
sewer facilities, water systems, roads and highways, sidewalks and parks
and open space. A capital improvement program is one of the major
budgetary tools for implementing comprehensive plans.

Cohousing

A collaborative housing development generally consisting of a cluster
of private homes with a shared community space, generally for cooking
or laundry facilities.

Collector

A street designed to carry a moderate volume of traffic from local
streets to arterial streets or from arterial streets to arterial streets.

Commuter Rail

A passenger rail service operating between metropolitan and suburban
areas, intended to replace lengthy auto trips, usually characterized by
reduced fares for multiple rides and fixed rate tickets for regular, recur-
ring riders.

Comprehensive Plan

The official public document adopted by a community as the policy
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guide for decisions about its future development and redevelopment. It
consists of a vision for the community, background data, goals, policy
statements, standards and programs for guiding the physical, social and
economic development of a community.

Density Bonus

An incentive-based tool that grants a developer additional square
footage or units beyond what is permitted in the zoning ordinance in ex-
change for the provision or preservation of a public amenity.

Down Zoning

A change in zoning classification with the intent of allowing develop-
ment that is less intense, less dense or more restrictive.

Enterprise Zone

A specific geographic area that has been designated as economically
distressed and is targeted for economic revitalization. The Enterprise
Zone program is run by the state of Colorado and state tax credits are
given to businesses in these areas for things like capital investment and
job creation.

Extraterritorial

Located outside incorporated boundaries of the city.

Family

A family as defined by the U.S. Census is a group of individuals living in a
household that are related to one another by birth, marriage or adop-
tion.

FasTracks

The Regional Transportation District's 12-year comprehensive plan to
build and operate high-speed rail lines and expand and improve bus
service and park-n-Rides throughout the Denver metro region.

Fee In-Lieu

Cash payment developers can pay instead of including open space or
park amenities as required by the city’s Zoning Ordinance.

Greenfield

Farmland and vacant areas where there has been no residential, com-
mercial or industrial activity.

Household

A household as defined by the U.S. Census consists of a housing unit oc-
cupied either by a family or by non-family (non-related or single) mem-
bers.

Infill

The development of the last remaining vacant lots in an existing devel-
oped area or the reuse of previously developed, but currently vacant
properties.

Life Cycle Housing
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A housing supply designed to encourage individuals and families to re-
main in the same community throughout their lives. This unique housing
stock is planned and developed to meet the needs of occupants
through different stages of life.

Mixed Use Development

A development that allows multiple, compatible uses to be in close
proximity to one another in order to minimize stress on transportation in-
frastructure and to create a compact, efficient neighborhood.

Nonfamily Household

A nonfamily household as defined by the U.S. Census consists of a
householder living alone (a one-person household) or where the house-
holder shares the home exclusively with people, to whom he/she is not
related – for example, boarders or roommates. The nonrelatives of the
householder may be related to each other.

Office Park

A large parcel, or multiple parcels, of land that has been planned and
developed as an interconnected facility for a number of separate of-
fice buildings. It considers circulation, parking, utilities and compatibility
in context with the surrounding area.

Paratransit

Alternative mode of flexible passenger transportation, usually for individ-
uals with disabilities, that does not follow fixed routes or schedules.

Planned Unit Development

An area of land improved as a residential development in which normal
restrictions of lot sizes, setbacks, densities, land uses and other criteria
may be relaxed in return for development conformance to an ap-
proved plan for the total parcel. Approval may be given upon evi-
dence of the provisions of open spaces, public facilities, access,
planning aesthetics and other considerations deemed important by the
local approving agency.

Planning Commission

An appointed body in Northglenn that is the legal entity through which
planning is carried out. It is advisory to City Council.

Quiet Zone

Segments of railroad or commuter rail lines that implement supplemen-
tal safety measures allowing train crews exemption from sounding the
horn at grade crossings.

Redevelopment

Replacement of existing development.

Rezoning

The change from one zoning designation to another when the Zoning
Ordinance does not permit a desired use at a certain location. Request
for rezoning should be discussed in terms of their effect on the purpose
and intent of the Comprehensive Plan, as well as their effect on the
general health, safety and welfare of the surrounding area.
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Right of Way

A strip of land developed as or intended to be developed as a street,
sidewalk, crosswalk, utility line or other access. Right of way is generally
considered property of the city.

Roadway Congestion

A condition on transportation networks characterized by slower speeds,
longer travel times and increased queuing. Congestion typically occurs
as use increases.

Single Occupancy Vehicle

Privately-operated vehicle whose only occupant is the driver.

Streetscape

The visual elements of a street, including the paved roadway, walk-
ways, lighting, street furniture, and landscaping, etc, that combine to
establish the street’s character.

Transit Oriented Development

A mixed-use residential or commercial area designed to maximize ac-
cess to public transportation. This form of development is typically lo-
cated within 1/4 to 1/2 mile from an existing transit station. Typical
residential densities for TOD can vary based on the transit level of serv-
ices, but it is widely held that higher densities are more supportive of
transit ridership. The physical design of the area often incorporates fea-
tures to encourage transit ridership. As Northglenn is a residential com-
munity where many people commute to employment in job centers in
other parts of the region, higher density residential development is en-
couraged in the appropriate areas.

Transportation Network

An interconnected system of roads, streets, bike lanes, sidewalks, rail
lines or any infrastructure which permits vehicular movement.

Urban Renewal Authority

An authority created by City Council and empowered by Colorado law
to cure and prevent the spread of blight. The authority implements
urban renewal projects in accordance with an urban renewal plan.

Vehicle Miles Traveled

The number of miles traveled by a vehicle for a specified period of time.

Zoning

Zoning is a legal method for municipalities to regulate the use of land
within their jurisdictional boundaries. Zones are established throughout
the city and only certain uses of properties are allowed in each zone, as
prescribed by the city’s zoning ordinance.

Zoning Ordinance

The legal text, adopted by City Council, established to facilitate the
most appropriate use of land within the city, and implement the vision,
goals, and policies of a comprehensive plan. Zoning regulates the use
of land within the community’s jurisdiction.



13B. Public Meeting Dates

All meetings were conducted during regularly scheduled Planning
Commission meetings unless otherwise noted.

Feb. 21, 2008 Council Study Session – Initial Discussion
April 3, 2008 Council Study Session – Process Discussion
Aug. 21, 2008 Council Study Session – Initiative
Sept. 9, 2008 Comprehensive Plan Kick-off
Oct. 28, 2008 West Planning Districts Workshop
Dec. 9, 2008 East Planning Districts Workshop
Jan. 13, 2009 North Planning Districts Workshop
Feb. 10, 2009 Weld County District Workshop
April 6, 2009 Ward I Meeting
April 13, 2009 Ward IV Meeting
April 14, 2009 City-Wide Workshop and Update
June 9, 2009 75 Percent Draft Presented
July 28, 2009 95 Percent Draft Presented
August 6, 2009 Council Study Session – 95 Percent Draft
Sept. 3, 2009 Joint City Council/Planning Commission Study Session
Nov. 17, 2009 Update of Plan Status to Planning Commission
May 18, 2010 Update to the Planning Commission
May 20, 2010 Joint City Council/Planning Commission Meeting
June 3, 2010 Joint City Council/Planning Commission Meeting
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Kae Madden, Community Engagement Manager
Jenni Murphy, Community Outreach Coordinator
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Jeanette Sanchez, Neighborhood Programs Specialist
Kathy Sandoval, Neighborhood Programs Specialist
Deborah Gray, Housing and Grants Administrator
John Eisel, Public Communications Specialist
Celeste Olinger, Communications Manager
Amanda Peterson, Director of Parks and Recreation
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